CANADA AND THE  UNITED  STATES
England. It was a happy chance that here, where the train
stopped, there was a group of British soldiers who were able
to join him in the silence. Afterwards, the Prince went out
and shook their hands. He went on to Washington and made
his first call at the White House. President Wilson was ill
and could not see him, but, next day, the Prince went again,
and he was received by the President, lying in bed and propped
up with pillows. The Prince went from the rarefied atmosphere
of the President's bedroom to speak to the members of the
National Press Club. Here, indeed, he came upon a group
of American realists who were not seduced by the dim
appeal of history. The Prince's success was astonishing. He
said to them: "You .... are very highly trained critics on
public writings and public speech, and I am not at all your
equal in that respect. . . . Your institutions, your ways of life,
your aims, are as democratic as ours, and the atmosphere in
which I find myself is the same invigorating and familiar
atmosphere I have always noted in American friends."
'It's the smile of him, the unaffected, modest bearing of
him, the natural fun-loving spirit that twinkles in his blue
eyes," one of them wrote. Some of the pressmen saw deeper
than this, and realised that the Prince was intelligent and
earnest in what he said. In the years that followed, thoughtful
American writers usually spoke kindly of the Prince's achieve-
ments. They revealed their appreciation of his sympathy when
he visited the distressed areas of the North in 1959. A writer in
the American Nation said: "Condescension was not, we are
sure, in the Prince's heart. And what he did no ruler, no states-
man, no party leader at present active has ever done. The
President of the United States, in the face of the conditions
among Pennsylvania miners only a shade better than those
in Wales, sat comfortably at home in the White House and
did not even make a gesture of sympathy towards those in
distress."
The Prince came back to England from the United States,
assured that travel had opened his eyes and cleared his brain.
He had completed the first important mission as his father's
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